LANGUAGE RIGHTS 

CANADIAN PROFILE AND HUMAN RIGHTS INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS

PLAN OF THE PRESENTATION

PART I : INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS

1. International Instruments: (ex.) International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR): article 27

· The Lovelace Case – 1981

· Measures taken by Canada following the views of the Human Rights Committee in the Lovelace Case
· The Ballantyne, Davidson and McIntyre Case – 1989

2. International instruments and judicial interpretation of law in Canada

PART – II 
THE CANADIAN PROFILE

1. BACKGROUND  

i.
The federal regime

ii. The linguistic and cultural system

· Bilingualism and Bijuralism

· Institutional bilingualism

· Multiculturalism

2. CANADIAN LEGISLATIVE AND CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

i. The 1867 Constitutional Act
· Linguistic Content: s. 133

ii. LEGISLATIVE AND CONSTITUTIONAL POWERS IN THE AREA OF THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

· Common jurisdiction between federal and provincial governments

iii. THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES ACT (OLA), 1969
· Main objectives

iv.
THE CANADIAN CHARTER OF RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS
· Incorporation in the Constitution: 1982

v.
THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES (OLA), 1988

· Content

vi. LANGUAGES DUTIES OF PROVINCES AND TERRITORIES
vii. COURTS AND THE INTERPRETATION OF LANGUAGE RIGHTS AND THE RELATED LEGISLATIONS

i.
Constitutional Metaphores 

ii.
Judicial or prudent and restrictive interpretation of language rights

iii.
The new direction and the Beaulac case (1999)

1. The Constitutional principles

2. The Principle of equality of English and French

3. The Principle of advancement of linguistic rights 
4. Principle of the protection of minorities at its application 

5. Other characteristics of language rights and the related legislations

iv.
Judicial application of the protection of minorities:

· The Montfort Case
· The Arsenault-Cameron Case
· The Doucet-Boudreau Case

