TRAFFICKING

1. WHAT IS TRAFFICKING?

· 600,000- 800,000 Women and children trafficked across national borders each year.

· No clear indications of how many of these are children.

· EXAMPLE;

· Benin 49,000 children trafficked to Cote D’Ivoire for labour exploitation.

· When children arrive in destination they are employed as domestic servants, cheap labour, prostitutes, beggars, runners for organised crime and drug mules.

· May be kept in captivity and subjected to physical, psychological and sexual violence.

· Can find themselves in debt-bondage to their trafficker- Modern day slavery.

· EXAMPLE

· “Cost” of West African girl to be trafficked for sexual exploitation is £15,000. This fee is payable by the trafficked girl to her traffickers.

2. PUSH AND PULL FACTORS

· Complicated interrelation between “push” and “pull” factors.

· PUSH

· Rural poverty

· Conflict

· Human Rights violations –

· EXAMPLE;

· Discrimination against women and denial of basic human rights across political, social and economic fields makes them more vulnerable to exploitation. E.g. women and girls not afforded equal access to education can be induced to travel with strangers who promise them school and prospects in another country.
· PULL

· Growing demand for sex services.

· Need for child soldiers.

· Need for cheap labour- Link with Globalisation;

· EXAMPLE;

· ILO link the explosion of trafficking in Europe to the dissolution of the USSR and describe the increase in trafficked children moving from east to west as the “underside” of the globalisation of markets and trade networks across the region.

3. INTERNATIONAL LAW FRAMEWORK ON TRAFFICKING

· First Definition in 1949 UN International Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and the Exploitation of the Prostitution of others.

· UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially women and Children (2000) – the “Palermo Protocol”. (Supplementing the UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime 2000)

· Key Points on Palermo Protocol;

· The Palermo Protocol defines trafficking as, “the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation.”

· Definition still applies even if individual consents.

· Expands definition of Trafficking beyond sexual exploitation and includes forced labour or services.

· Puts victims at heart of protection;

· States must protect privacy and identity of victims during legal proceedings

· Obliges them to make it possible for Victims to claim compensation.

· Encourages states to take steps towards psychological and social recovery of victims.

· Encourages states to consider allowing victims to stay within territory on a temporary basis.

· Rights based, victim centred approach, supported by major international human rights bodies and the UN

· Palermo Protocol standard therefore used to measure state responses to trafficking.

· Only problem is that key provisions for victim protection are discretionary.
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