TRAFFICKING EXERCISE

International negotiations are currently under way for a new treaty prohibiting trafficking of people.  On behalf of your Government, you are asked to attend a preliminary meeting to plan negotiations.  You understand that Gabon is likely to argue that it is a long-standing tradition in West Africa that children from poor families are sent to live with rich relatives and friends

The following points may be of assistance, but you are also encouraged to raise other issues you consider to be relevant:

· What should be the definition of trafficking in the new treaty?

· Should the purpose for which people are trafficked affect the terms of the treaty?  For example, should those who illegally transport people across borders for humanitarian reasons be exempt from sanctions?

· Should any particular groups be given special protection, e.g. children, or women?

· Should the treaty obligations be enforceable and if so, against whom (state parties; individual traffickers; airlines, train and shipping companies which are found to have transported trafficked people; families who are found to have sold relatives / children)?

· If the treaty is to be enforceable how should it be enforced (internationally / domestically)?

· Should there be a positive obligation on states to engage in co-operation internationally to eliminate trafficking and if so, what should “co-operation” entail?

· Should the treaty contain positive rights for trafficked people and if so, what should those rights be?


