THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF FREEDONIA

BACKGROUND BRIEF ON FREEDONIA

1. CRITICAL STATISTICS

OFFICIAL NAME:


The Democratic Republic of Freedonia

DATE OF FORMATION:

1963

CAPITAL:



Sans Espoir

TOTAL AREA:



179,691 sq. miles (465,400 sq. km)

DENSITY:



84 people per square mile

LANGUAGES:



French, English, Lham, Guru

RELIGIONS:



Catholic 80%, Traditional 15%, Others 5%

ETHNIC MIX:
Northern Highlanders 85%, 

Southern Lowlanders 15%

GOVERNMENT:


Presidential Democratic

CURRENCY:



Freedonian Mark

2. POLITICAL

Freedonia was a German colony until the end of the First World War.  Thereafter it became a British and French Protectorate (with the British governing in the South and the French in the North).  The country was unified following independence in 1963.  It is a unitary state with a Presidential system of Government.  The current President, Dr Jonathan Mensonge, a Northerner, was elected in 1999 in a highly controversial election (with a near total boycott by voters in the Southern Region).  After coming to power, Dr Mensonge carried out an extensive purge of Southerners working in the public sector and the security services.  He also introduced new legislation banning the use of Guru (spoken by over 90%) of Southern Lowlanders) in the state media and public education system.

There is strong (and growing) popular support in the South for secession from the North.  However, President Mensonge’s (Conservative) Administration has ruled out making any concessions to the South.

Presidential elections are due to take place in May 2005.  Freedonia is a member of the Commonwealth.

3. ECONOMY

Freedonia has the largest acreage under coca leaf cultivation in the continent.  It is also the biggest producer and distributor of cocaine and a significant producer of heroin.  Roughly 48,000 of coca and poppy were destroyed in 2002.

Freedonia has a young and rapidly developing oil industry based in the South.  The State Oil Company, Free-Oil has recently signed a multi-million pound investment deal with British Petroleum.  Currently revenues from the Southern Oil fields represent 10% of GDP.

The UK Department for International Development also provides substantial support to Freedonia (covering approximately 30% of the State budget).

Freedonia has signed and ratified the Cotonou Agreement (covering Development Co-Opération with the European Union).

Freedonia has signed and ratified the following international HR instruments:

The ICESCR, ICCPR, CEDAW, CAT, CRC, and CERD.

4. THE SOUTHERN REGION

Most of the Southern Region is plagued by drug traffickers and paramilitaries who are responsible for extremely high levels of violence.  The murder rate is around 144 per 100,000 and increased by 5% in 2003.  Approximately 10-15% are believed to be politically motivated.  There are various guerrilla groups active in the South.  The most prominent of these is the Revolutionary Front.  This group is broadly pro-South, pro-secession.  The Government alleges that the Popular Front is funded by drug traffickers.  In turn, local politicians allege that the various drug cartels in the South are Government-backed and that drug money was used to finance President Mensonge’s election campaign in 1999.

The army has fought a number of campaigns in the South but suffered recent set backs, when the guerrillas temporarily seized three oil installations in the region.  The Government responded swiftly, recovering the installations within days (and rescuing 3 British workers taken hostage by the guerrillas).

The last few days of 2003 were marked by a series of heavy guerrilla attacks on military and police targets with reports of as many as 100 army and police personnel killed.  The Government responded by launching Opération Nettoyage.  This has involved mass arrests of guerrilla suspects across the South, and a dramatic increase in extra-judicial killings and forced disappearances.  A curfew has been imposed in the regional capital, Worcester.  Public opposition to Opération Nettoyage resulted in demonstrations in the streets of Worcester.  On April 9th 2004 the security forces opened fire on a crowd of demonstrators outside Government House.  Over 20 people were killed and 40 injured.  President Mensonge announced a military inquiry into the massacre.

Freedonia’s human rights performance is the subject of a steady flow of letters from human rights NGOs and members of the public, who express concern at the high incidence of torture, murder and forced disappearances, police heavy-handedness and the problem of impunity.  A permanent UN Human Rights office was opened in Sans Espoir in January.  The UN has requested Dr Mensonge to allow a sub-office to be opened in Worcester but so far, the Government has refused this request.

What human rights issues are raised? What do you advise?
ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS

1. Extract from Amnesty International Report on Opération Nettoyage

2. Extract Report from Minority Rights Group on the Southern Lowlanders of Freedonia

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL Report 2004 (Extract)

Extrajudicial Killings

Since the launch of Opération Nettoyage in the Southern region, persistent reports have been received of extrajudicial killings by members of “Commandment Spéciale” (CS), an elite security squad set up by President Mensonge in 1999.

· On 5 February 2004, eight youths were detained by members of CS outside the Worcester University Campus.  The youths had been attending a student demonstration against the ban of Guru in classes.  The bodies of the students were discovered in a shallow grave on the outskirts of Worcester, four days later;

· On 16 March, five…..

Excessive Use of Force

Security forces continue to use excessive, sometimes lethal force in operations to disperse demonstrations and suppress freedom of expression and association.  In the Southern Region the National Guard and Local Police Force’s use of rubber bullets and CS gas in the past six months has resulted in scores of casualties…..

In March the UN Human Rights Committee issues a series of observations and recommendations which deplored the fact that gross and massive human rights violations continued to be committed by members of the armed forces, the police and guerrilla groups.  The Committee expressed deep concern about continued widespread impunity.  The Committee’s recommendations included: that members of the armed forces and police accused of human rights violations should be tried by independent civilian courts and suspended from active duties during the period of investigation…..

MINORITY RIGHTS GROUP

Action Alert on discrimination against Southern Lowlanders in Freedonia 2004 (Extract)

The issuing of a Decree by President Mensonge banning the use of Guru in state education establishments is having a devastating effect on primary education across the region.  The Education Inspectorate (supported by Members of the Commandment Spéciale) acted swiftly to enforce the Decree, with the result that the number of teachers in primary schools across the region has been halved.  The attendance of members of the Commandment Spéciale has created an atmosphere of fear and intimidation.

Worcester University has been less affected, as the majority of students and teaching staff re also conversant with English…

All Southern local radio stations have now ceased broadcasting with the exception of the English Language broadcaster, Radio Worcester.

STOP PRESS

In the past few days, news has reached the High Commission of a major explosion at a Free-Oil installation.  There are many casualties.  The Popular Front has claimed responsibility.

The Government has responded by announcing a major new crack-down in the South.  Martial law has been declared in the region and troops are conducting house to house searches for members of the Popular Front.  Already over 500 suspected terrorist sympathisers have been trucked out the Southern region and moved to a make-shift camp on an island in the middle of Lake Freedonia (to the East of the capital).

President Mensonge has appeared on State television in full military fatigue and has announced that the detainees will be held on the island until they confess.  He ended his speech as follows:

“I believe in civilised values for civilised people.  These people are dogs.  And who has ever heard of trial and jury for a dog?  That would be a joke!”.

Reports are reaching you from Worcester and from the High Commission in neighbouring Freewandre, of very significant refugee population flows from Freedonia across the Southern border.

What human rights issues are raised? What do you advise?

STOP PRESS

News has reached the High Commission of the death of President Mensonge flowing the shooting down or crash (?) of the Presidential jet during an internal flight from the capital.  Vice President Félix Malheur has temporarily assumed office but there are some strong rumours that the head of the army may be about to step in.  The state broadcasting has accused Southerners of being responsible for Mensonge’s death, has labelled it “assassination” and has called on Northerners to take up arms against the perpetrators of this “crime against our country and out Northern nation”.  Your local staff, some of whom are Southerners, have informed you that one popular private radio station “Radio Trois Cents Lacs” is called for Southerners to be exterminated and “hunted down like rats”.  The Southern region has been sealed off by the army.  The High Commission has managed to get a call though to Worcester where there are reports of troops on the rampage at the University campus.

What human rights issues are raised? What do you advise?

STOP PRESS

President Mensonge has just made a major speech in which he has called for national reconciliation.  He has announced plans to establish a National Reconciliation Commission which will review, inter alia, discrimination against Southerners, constitutional reforms and poverty in the South.  The Commission has a 12 month investigatory mandate.  It will consist of eminent individuals, appointed by the President, representing different elements of public life in Freedonia.  It will have powers to make recommendations to the President.  In turn the President has promised to present these recommendations as part of a general reconciliation package by the end of 2005.

In the meantime, Presidential elections will be put off until early 2006 to allow the Commission to carry out its work and for reform measures to be adopted “without the pressure of a race for the Presidency”.  He has announced that the UN will be invited to open a “technical office” in Worcester.

Finally, he has called on the friends of Freedonia “and especially the former colonial powers” to support this new initiative.

What human rights issues are raised? What do you advise?
